Chapter 19

19-2 Mazur’s only degree

Barry Mazur, one of the world's leading mathematicians, has always been a prodigy. He left the
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Bronx High School of Science after his junior year in order to go directly to MIT. He left MIT after
his sophomore year to go to Princeton for graduate studies. Barry told me that he also left
Princeton after one year to go study in England. To make a long story short, the only degree that
Mazur ever got was the PhD from Princeton. This little fact evidently caused no end of headaches as
Barry's career unfolded. When he would submit his NSF grant proposals, they would invariably be
returned with a request for information about his high school diploma and college degree. The
Administrative Assistant, Mary McQuillen, would write back and say, "This is not an omission: PhD is

Professor Mazur's only degree."
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Chapter 19

19-3 Three People
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Elizabeth Gibson was walking down a street on Manhattan's Upper West Side and spied a piece of
art squeezed between two garbage bags. She was tempted to walk away, but then she stopped to
reflect about the art. She had a real debate with herself. It had a cheap frame, but she felt it was
so overpowering. So Gibson took it home, where she hung it on her wall. Years later she discovered
that the painting was "Three People," which had been painted by the celebrated 20th-century Mexican
artist Rufino Tamayo. The painting had been stolen and later thrown away. Had Gibson come along
twenty minutes later, it would have already been picked up by garbage collectors. Instead, the

painting was returned to the original owners and auctioned by Sotheby's for over a million dollars.
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Elizabeth Gibson was walking down a street on Manhattan's Upper West Side and spied a piece of art
squeezed between two garbage bags. She was tempted to walk away, but then she stopped (A) to reflect

/ reflecting about the art. She had a real debate with herself. It had a cheap frame, but she felt it was

so (B) overpowering / overpowered. So Gibson took it home, where she hung it on her wall. Years later

she discovered that the painting was "Three People,” which had been painted by the celebrated
20th-century Mexican artist Rufino Tamayo. The painting had been stolen and later thrown away. (C) Have
/ Had Gibson come along twenty minutes later, it would have already been picked up by garbage
collectors. Instead, the painting was returned to the original owners and auctioned by Sotheby's for over a

million dollars.
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